Intra-abdominal fluid collections after liver transplantation.
Fluid collections are commonly seen following orthotopic liver transplantation. The majority of these collections are not infected and resolve spontaneously. However, infected collections are associated with significant morbidity and mortality and usually require drainage. Clinical signs of infection are frequently masked following transplantation due to immunosuppression. Intrahepatic collections usually represent abscesses or bilomas and invariably require intervention. Altered anatomical relationships result in signs that frequently help to differentiate these from loculated fluid within hepatic fissures. Other imaging features indicating infection include the presence of gas where none was seen previously, the development of a discrete wall and changes in the surrounding liver.